RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
New View of the Origin of Dalton s Atomic Theory, 1896. It shows that Dalton, influenced by the views of Newton, believed in the existence of atoms long before 1803, when his great paper was read before the Philosophical Society, and also that, contrary to the view previously held, Dalton was not led to the discovery of the atomic theory by discovering the law of Chemical Combination in multiple proportion, but was led by the atomic theory to the discovery of this law. Though not the author of the atomic theory, he has strong claims to have been the first to prove it, or at any rate to find evidence in its favour which, if not absolutely conclusive, was immensely stronger than any that had been obtained before. In 1817 he was elected President of the Society, and remained so until his death in 1844. He was not a fluent speaker, and when, as President, he had to make a few remarks when the reader of a paper stopped, he is reported to have sometimes contented himself by saying, " This paper will no doubt be found interesting by those who take an interest in it ".
Though he was one of the shyest and most retiring of men, the Manchester people knew that they had a great man living among them, and were proud of it. They showed their appreciation by raising in his lifetime a sum of ^2000 for a statue by Chantrey. On the day of his funeral many of the mills and shops were closed ; and an important street in the city is called John Dalton Street.
Dalton was succeeded as President by James Prescott Joule, who had been his pupil: he had refused, however, to let him go on to chemistry until he had read mathematics. Joule was only twenty-six when he became President, but four years before that he had discovered the very important law which bears his name, viz. that the heat produced in a given time in a circuit through which a
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